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People pose with the world’s largest paddle (according to Guinness World Records) near Golden, on a farm in Parson on
Highway 95.
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The town of Golden, B.C. might be small in numbers, with a population of approximately 4,000, but
when it comes to paddles, it definitely goes big.

Guinness World Records has given the town the title of being home to the world’s “largest hand
paddle/oar.”

Golden already holds the record for having the highest bar stool in Canada, at the Eagle’s Eye
Restaurant, and the longest free-standing timber frame bridge in Canada with Kicking Horse
Pedestrian Bridge.

The paddle is scaled 13 times larger than an actual oar, standing 2.8 metres (9 feet) high, 18 metres
(60 feet) long and weighing 2,400 kg (5,300 pounds).

It is located 26 kilometres from Golden, in Parson, on a farm on Highway 95 owned by Mark Teasdale,
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owner of wildlife tour company Columbia Wetlands Adventure.

The idea for the paddle started when Teasdale wanted a business sign and decided to go with a
paddle.

“It was an ah-hah moment when I jumped onto the Internet to see just how big did it have to be to be
the biggest,” said Teasdale in an interview.

That was a year ago, when he and Dave Stonehouse, whom he commissioned to construct the paddle,
set about sourcing the material they would need. One western red cedar log was used to construct the
paddle and a local company completed the laminated veneer.

It took 10 days to build and was erected in November, stopping many highway travellers who pop in to
the farm to pose for photos beside it. Teasdale said the blade is situated over a pond and there’s a
picnic table for visitors to use.

“It’s really been quite positive and fun,” he said.
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